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Spotlight on...

Hoof Prints to Tank Tracks—100 years of
The South Alberta Light Horse Exhibition

The South Alberta Light Horse (SALH)
exhibition, a world-class exhibition, will benefit
in the education of our youth and others,
enhancing their knowledge of Alberta’s
history, particularly its military history as we
jointly celebrate the centenaries of SALH and
Alberta. This celebration will include many
hands-on discoveries accompanied by special
events and programs.

Director’s Message

The Centennial of Alberta has finally arrived! —
Happy New Year, by the way. Museum people
think a lot about history and we have looked
forward with anticipation to 2005 for about 10
years. In 1967, Canada celebrated its 100"
birthday in grand style. Expo ‘67 was an
architectural and technological marvel, an
extraordinary testament to our maturity as a
country. In each province, major federal gifts
triggered unprecedented growth in heritage
preservation and appreciation. For Alberta,
1967 marked the birth of the Provincial
Museum of Alberta. In part, the PMA was a gift
from the federal government but it required
vision and foresight on the part of the
Provincial government to build a public facility
for the future.

Now 38 years, over 12 million visitors and
hundreds of exhibitions later, another
Centennial could transform our Museum and
our Province. Over the course of the next 12
months, there will be celebrations, books
published, exhibitions opened, construction
projects completed, and sporting events all with
a Centennial brand. The Museum will be a focus
for a number of Centennial events this year—
highlights being a visit by Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth in May and a garden party on
September 4, part of the official Centennial
week-end. We will open an Alberta Celebrates
gallery this spring that will show some of the

plans for the renewal of the Museum. Through
the course of the year our project should be
moving from the planning stages to the
implementation phase!

Why should money be spent on the Provincial
Museum? First, there is the need. Like all 38-
year old buildings ours is showing its age. Major
mechanical and electrical elements are failing
and simply need to be replaced. The building
envelope cannot sustain the environmental
conditions needed to host major international
exhibitions or ensure long-term preservation of
our collections. Other factors are the growth in
collections and of Alberta’s story and a lack of
space to do justice to either. The exciting second
set of reasons comprises the opportunities, the
potential to provide for Albertans a Museum
that captures the spirit and identity of Alberta
and serves as an educational resource and a
source of pride for another 35 years.

At 100, maybe it is time for us to reflect on the
value of arts and cultural infrastructure to our
quality of life and ask what kind of society we
want to leave for the next generation of
Albertans. What cities outside of Alberta do you
admire for the quality of life they offer? Are
Museums part of the picture? Let me know at

bruce.mcqillivray@gov.ab.ca.

Dr. W. Bruce McGillivray
Director
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Major Currie reading about
winning the V.C,, Holland 1944.

More Information...

The Friends of the Provincial
Museum of Alberta Society

Spotlight on...

Hoof Prints to Tank Tracks—100 years of
The South Alberta Light Horse Exhibition

Year 2005 not only marks the Province of
Alberta’s centennial, it is also the 100"
anniversary of the South Alberta Light Horse
regiment. The South Alberta Light Horse
(SALH) is an Armoured Reconnaissance
Regiment and part of the Canadian Army
Primary Reserve. Based in Edmonton and
Medicine Hat, the SALH is a Pan-Alberta
Regiment with a deep and proud history of
service to Canada and the Crown. The South
Alberta Light Horse is one of the last of
the “Light Horse” Regiments in the
Commonwealth. Its members operate within
NATO and The United Nations and also
attend to local emergencies within Canada.

To celebrate this anniversary, the Provincial
Museum of Alberta will present a major
exhibition centring on the history of this military
regiment. The exhibition will run from April 16 to
September 18, 2005. Sean Moir, the Museum’s
Curator of Political and Military
History has assembled a dynamic
collection of cultural and military
artifacts. Visitors will be taken
through a 100-year timeline with
highlights on Albertan and world
events. Chronologically organized
sections address the formation of
the regiment, the two world wars,
the inter-war and post-war years
and present-day activities.

In each time period visitors will learn of
military events, soldiers’ daily lives, and
individual members’ stories. Regiment
members discuss who they are, why they
joined the military and where they come
from. It is through these personal stories
that visitors gain an understanding of
military life, the life of a civilian-turned-
soldier and the regiment’s impact on the
community.

Visitors will also see and hear diary entries of
soldiers and learn about life in the trenches.
The anquish experienced by soldiers and the
means by which they coped with the horrible
conditions in the trenches are examined.
Trench systems and communication
networks are explained, as are the units’
transformations from infantry to armour
during the Second World War. The mobile
tactics of armoured warfare in the Second
World War are contrasted with the
stationary nature of the First World War
manoeuvers. The Regiment’s magnificent
record of service in both World Wars will be
documented for all to appreciate.

Barbara London

This Mi4 half track, Colonel Wotherspoon’s Command Post

during the Second World War, will be on exhibit.
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Fossil horse foot bones

(metacarpals) sampled for
DNA. Expert patching can
make them look like new!

More Information...

Quaternary Paleontology

Curatorial News...
Ancient Bones and DNA

The genetic “double helix” called DNA,
residing in cells of all lifeforms, is @ marvellous
thing. Some “DesoxyriboNucleic Acid” lies in
the cell nucleus, some in energy-producing
organelles called mitochondria outside the
nucleus. While nuclear DNA contains the
genetic code to reproduce another organism,
mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) contains only
the maternal half. Even so, it is useful in
studies of ancient life!

f— Nuclear DNA  decomposes
rapidly after an organism dies,
but frozen mtDNA is hardier.
Scientists have successfully
extracted mtDNA from Ice Age
bones found in permafrost in
Alaska, Yukon and Russia. | recall
a Yukon gold-placer miner
showing us a lens of bubble-less
Ice Age ice. While we looked into
its clear blueness, he hacked out
a frozen horse bone, perfect for
DNA analysis!

Scientists like Dr. Alan Cooper, Director of the
Ancient Biomolecules Centre (ABQO),
University of Oxford, UK, have studied
permafrozen bones for some years. On
request, the Provincial Museum contributed
bones to ABC's studies of North American and
Eurasian horses, bison, lions and grizzly bears.
Radiocarbon dates, provided by Oxford, and
DNA have revolutionized Ice Age studies. We
know when these species entered North
America from Asia and how they colonized
the new land. In November 2004, our study
published in the journal Science showed that
bison were already declining 37,000 years
ago, long before humans came into North
America, suggesting that climate change was
responsible, not Ice Age hunters. Also, the
study identified very little genetic variation
in the several bison “species” that
paleontologists have described from bones
alone. That'll stir the pot!

Further, a fossil grizzly bear jaw from
Edmonton—also published in Science
in November 2004—provided mtDNA
establishing that grizzlies were here
26,000 years ago. Genetically related to a
form extinct in Alaska since 35,000 years
ago, but also to the grizzlies today in
southern Alberta, British Columbia, and
northern USA, the fossil suggests grizzlies
migrated ahead of the ice southward into
Montana before Alberta was glaciated
22,000 years ago. Like many species in
Alberta today, grizzlies recolonized from
the south, after the Ice Age.

DNA is pushing back the boundaries of
paleontology. It confirms that our fossil
collections are worth preserving because we
can still find information in them. But it’s
unlikely we'll ever clone mammoths. Cloning
requires nuclear DNA, and viable ancient
nDNA—even permafrozen—has never been
recovered! Shame, eh?

Dr. Jim Burns
Curator, Quaternary Paleontology
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Ainu arts educator Nobuko
Tsuda (L) teaches interpreter
Kazuyo Kato (C) and Ruth
McConnell (R) how to weave
a cattail mat.

Ainu woodcarver Tohru
Kaizawa discusses his work in
his studio in Nibutani.
Clockwise from left: Kaoru
Tezuka, Susan Berry, Koji
Deriha, and Mr. Kaizawa.

More Information...

Ethnology

Y

Curatorial News...

Hokkaido Research Exchange

This past fall, Assistant Curator of Ethnology
Ruth McConnell and | spent a month
conducting research in Hokkaido, the
northernmost island of Japan. Our visit took
place under the auspices of a collaborative
research project between the Provincial
Museum of Alberta and the Historical
Museum of Hokkaido in Sapporo.

Ruth and | looked at contemporary arts
production and marketing among the
Ainu, the indigenous people of
northern Japan. We were especially
interested in exploring the impact of
recent federal legislation aimed at

Y al S promoting Ainu culture. Enacted in
. 1997, the “Law on Promotion of Ainu

o | Culture and Facilitation of Popular
Understanding of Ainu Tradition” has

resulted in substantial support for Ainu
arts. The Japanese and Hokkaido
governments both fund Ainu arts
contests, finance the publication and
distribution of catalogues illustrating
Ainu artifacts in international museum
collections, and sponsor classes in Ainu
arts and language. The law, however,
has been criticized for its failure to
address Ainu concerns over land rights,
access to resources, and political
representation. These issues are vitally
important to the Ainu, who have
experienced extensive dislocation and
discrimination  since  Hokkaido’s
colonization by Japan in the late 1860s.

Travelling to Ainu communities in various
parts of Hokkaido, Ruth and I interviewed
artists, shopkeepers, and arts educators and
their students to get their perspectives on the
contemporary state of Ainu arts. We found
that enthusiasm for revitalizing traditional
arts production has been tempered by the
realities of the ethnic arts market. The
demand for high-quality traditional pieces is
limited, and few individuals can support
themselves solely through their art. Several
artists whom we met spoke of the importance
of developing new products that will find
favour with consumers. They also must
contend with a plethora of less expensive and

poorer quality crafts items, ranging from
carved key chains and hair barrettes to tissue
box holders and varnished bears. The bears in
particular have become emblematic of Japan'’s
“wild North” and are a popular souvenir item
in tourist venues across Hokkaido. Some of
these goods, although marketed as Ainu
products and sporting Ainu motifs, are mass-
produced elsewhere in Asia.

Interest in learning traditional techniques
of weaving, embroidery, twining and
woodcarving has grown significantly following
passage of the cultural promotion legislation.
Students’ motivations in taking these classes
vary. While most non-Ainu students enroll out
of a desire to learn something new, many Ainu
students hope to turn their newly acquired
skills into a source of income by producing arts
and crafts for sale.

The Research Exchange Program has also
brought curators from the Historical Museum
of Hokkaido to Alberta. In 2001 Kaoru Tezuka,
a fur trade historian, explored Alberta’s fur
trade history. Koji Deriha, Curator of
Ethnology at the Historical Museum of
Hokkaido, examined how Canadian museums
interpret Aboriginal history. Last winter, Takao
Ikeda of the Historical Museum’s Folk Life
department researched Ukrainian-Albertan
cultural traditions, how Albertans celebrate
Christmas, and techniques for coping with
winter. The —30s temperatures that he
experienced provided ideal research conditions.

The collaborative research project drew to a
close last fall. Project findings over the past
five years have been presented in museum
exhibits, lectures, and publications. The two
partners currently are investigating the
possibility of renewing their collaboration for
a second five-year period.

Dr. Susan Berry
Curator, Ethnology
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More Information...

Exhibitions and Events
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Exhibitions and Events...

G Queens of the Court:

The Edmonton Grads
Continues to January 20, 2006

To commemorate Alberta’s Centennial, the
Museum proudly showcases an exhibition
featuring what is possibly the “winningest”
team of any sport, at any time, in Canada —our
very own Edmonton Grads Basketball Club.

Karen Brownlee—
Back Home 2005
January 14, 2004 to April 3, 2005

Karen’s paintings deal with the love of the land
and the celebration of Alberta’s prairie cultural
history. The Museum is proud to feature the
work of such a talented Alberta artist during
this exciting Centennial year. The unique focus
of Karen’s paintings is the placement of grain
elevators in Alberta’s various landscapes.

The Salts of the Earth
Continues to May 1, 2005

Appearing in the Café Cases, the exhibition
explores the geology, history, and medicinal
applications of salt. This small exhibition
emphasizes the mineral’s vital importance in
human survival, the cultural story of salt
production and its ever-changing uses and
significance throughout the centuries.

eA Century Past: Refined

Living in the New Alberta
Continues to April 17, 2005

The Provincial Museum of Alberta is
celebrating the Centennial by presenting
collections of former Edmonton mayor John A.
McDougall and his youngest son, Edmund.
Featured in the exhibition are historical
pictures of Edmonton at the turn of the 20"
century, marbles and statues from eastern
Asia, porcelains, oil paintings from 19"-century
artists, and an exploration of John A.
McDougall’s life and times.

eBig Things 3

Continues to May 4, 2005

This year, the North Edmonton Sculpture
Workshop (NESW) presents its third annual
exhibition on the Museum'’s beautiful grounds.
Big Things 3 features new, large-scale
sculptures by internationally established artists
as well as emerging sculptors from Edmonton.
All works are available for future exhibition
and/or purchase. Inquiries can be directed to

nesw@telusplanet.net.

New Exhibition
Hoof Prints to Tank Tracks—
100 years of The South

Alberta Light Horse
April 16 to September 18, 2005

Alberta and The South Alberta Light Horse are
jointly celebrating their common centennial
with this interpretative exhibition showcasing
Alberta’s senior reserve unit’s fascinating
development and history from the Northwest
Rebellion in 1885 to the present time. The
Regiment’s distinctly western origins and
lineage and its evolution are intertwined with
many of the people and places that have
figured prominently in Alberta’s development.
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More Information...

Education Programs
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2005 Winter Programs

2005 Winter Programs at the Museum!

Spring is coming and that means that “Time
Travellers” is on the way! This year’s 12"
annual lecture series features a fascinating
lineup of cutting-edge presenters who will
share their knowledge of archaeological
science and research. Watch for the lineup to
be announced between the last week of
March and the first week of April.

“Interactive Encounters”
in Wild Alberta

When you visit the Museum be sure to come
and share an “Interactive Encounter” with a
program leader. The program runs each
weekend in Wild Alberta.

*l Love...”
February s, 6,12 and 13, 2005
at1:00 and 2:00 pm

Write valentines to your favourite animals in
Wild Alberta. Meet in the Field Station for
instructions and supplies.

Forestry in Alberta
March s, 6, 12, and 13, 2005
between 1:00 and 2:00 pm

A closer look at the many considerations
companies face in a changing industry.

Egg Decorating
March 19 and 20
between 1:00 and 2:00 pm

Egg Decorating with natural dyes—see what
colours nature provides at this demonstration
being held in the Field Station.

One Tonne Challenge.
April 2, 3, 9,10, 16, 17, 23 and 24,
at11:00 am and 2:00 pm

You can make a difference! Every weekend in
April, learn about actions you can take in the
Canadian Government One Tonne Challenge.

aonds=on ..

*In the Field” presentation
in Wild Alberta.

Family Bird Watching
Sunday, February 27, 2005
at 2:30 p.m.

Winter bird-watching in the Field Station.
Prizes for all participants!

Family Day
February 21, 2005

Look out for a new adventure at The
Provincial Museum of Alberta. The Museum
will be celebrating Family Day by launching a
new program in which visitors can experience
a do-it-yourself adventure in Wild Alberta by
signing out a 3M Adventure Back Pack for
Wild Alberta.

Spring Break
March 25 to April 1, 2005

The Museum celebrates a Spirited Spring with
hands-on learning opportunities and
entertainment for the whole family.
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Support Your Museum...

New Initiatives!

In December, the Valley of Edmonton, Ancient
& Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of
Canada contributed $10,000 to the Provincial
Museum’s Museum School!

Traditions of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
can be traced back to the associations of
operative masons, who built the cathedrals,
abbeys and castles of the Middle Ages. The
purpose of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,
simply stated, is to seek that which is of
greatest worth in the world and to exalt the
dignity of every individual.

The Provincial Museum was
delighted when the Valley
of Edmonton A&ASR took
an interest in educational
programs several years ago.
Their initial contribution of
s5000 was directed to the
development of the Friends
Near and Farprogram in the
Discovery Room.

Representatives of the Valley of
Edmonton Masons present a

cheque to Museum Director What IS t'hls?

Dr. Bruce McGillvray.

ANSWEr: An ikupasuy, or Ainu prayer stick.
The ikupasuy is a messenger that carries
prayers to the kamuy, or spirits. A worshipper
dips the ikupasuy into a cup of sake, then
sprinkles drops of the liquor on objects offered
to the kamuy.

Ikupasuy are unusual among traditional Ainu
More Information... art forms in their use of animal and plant
imagery. Historically, artists avoided depicting
living beings for fear of trapping their spirits in
a design. The images carved on an ikupasuy,

Ethnology however, become animated in prayer.

Support Your Museum

I

For each of the following two years the Valley
of Edmonton A&ASR graciously donated
ss000 to the Museum School — a unique
program in which students relocate their
classroom and studies to the Museum for a
week of exciting, interactive learning.

Then, unexpectedly, the Valley of Edmonton
A&ASR increased their contribution to
s10,000 for the Museum School! This
funding has helped to cover bussing costs of
classes as they travel to and from the
Museum each day, while also providing new
opportunities to the program. With the
assistance of the Valley of Edmonton, the
Museum School will continue to have a
significant impact on our community.

Contributions towards the Museum School or
any other Museum program are welcome.
Please contact the Development Office at 453-
9119. A tax-deductible receipt will be issued.

The backwards “S” motif seen here is a stylized
Orca back fin. Other design elements include
fish scales and birds in flight. The parallel lines
at each end are family crest markings that help
the kamuy identify the worshipper. The
concave triangular area at the ikupasuy’s tip is
called the parunpe, or tongue. It helps the
worshipper articulate his prayers.

While ikupasuy can be seen in many Ainu
homes and shops, their spiritual significance
means that they are rarely if ever offered for
sale. Tohru Kaizawa, a master woodcarver
from Nibutani, presented this ikupasuy to
Provincial Museum Ethnology staff as a gift.
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THE
EDMONTON ART’m

More Information...

The Friends of the Provincial
Museum of Alberta Society

The Edmonton Art Gallery...

Douglas Haynes: The Toledo Series

January 22 — February 27, 2005

Edmonton artist Douglas Haynes created The Toledo Series
between 1988 and 1990. The thirteen paintings are inspired
by the paintings of El Greco, in the Cathedral of Toledo,
Spain. This exhibition marks Haynes's donation of these
important works to the EAG.

Camera in Hand: Picturesque Images of Alberta

January 22 — February 27, 2005

Celebrate Alberta’s centennial with ten artists who travelled
throughout the province with “cameras in hand” to capture
compelling images from snow-covered peaks to popular
camp grounds and forestry look-outs.

Collections Acquisitions: New work from the EAG Vaults
January 22 — February 27, 2005

Come and see what new works of art have entered the EAG
permanent collection in the past few years.

Re: Building the World

February 19 — May 8, 2005

Seven Canadian artists explore the ways in which we think
about and represent the space of domestic architecture. The
artists call our attention to how we inhabit space and how,
often, it comes to inhabit us.

Join artists and EAG Chief Curator Catherine Crowston for a
special tour - Saturday, February 19, 2pm

David Janzen Observances:

Paintings of Surveillance Cameras

February 19 — May 8, 2005

Janzen creates images of beautiful prairies skies, that serve as
backdrops for his study of the often invisible, but all-seeing
surveillance camera, in this new series of paintings created
specifically for the EAG.

Meet David Janzen as he takes you through his exhibition -
Saturday, February 19, 1pm

James Dow: Eye for Architecture

April 9 — May 8, 2005

This exhibition features over so photographs by one of
Canada’s most renowned architectural photographers.
Guest-curated by Brian Allsopp and Steven Smyth, and
presented in partnership with the Royal Architectural
Institute of Canada.

Join Brian Allsopp and Steven Smyth for an exhibition tour -
Saturday, April 16, 1pm

19™ Century French Realist Masterworks from the
National Gallery of Canada

March 12 — May 29, 2005

Explore some of the most well-known and beautiful works
of 19" century French Art from the National Gallery of
Canada. Enjoy sixteen masterworks by Boudin, Cézanne,
Corot, Courbet, Daumier, Degas, Fantin-Latour, Gérome,
Jongkind, Millet, Rousseau and Tissot.

Curator’s Tour: Dr. John Collins - Saturday, March 12, 2pm

Visit the New cChildren’s Gallery!
Tir-Na-Nog (Forever Young) by Spyder Yardley-Jones
opening April 9, 2005

For more information on Exhibitions and Programs visit our
website:  www.edmontonartgallery.com
Address:  2-Sir Winston Churchill Square
Edmonton, Alberta TsJ-2C1

Telephone (780)422-6223

Glenbow Museum...
Where the World Meets the West

Celebrate the Alberta 2005 Centennial at Glenbow
Museum. Plan your visit for this exciting special exhibition
and many engaging programs.

Special Exhibition:

Our River: Journey of the Bow

February 19 to June 5, 2005

Journey down Alberta’s lifeline in the first-ever exhibition
on the Bow River. The Bow River has multiple identities -
it is a mountain river, fed by glaciers; it is an urban river
that provides water and recreation to 1 million city
dwellers; it is a prairie river that feeds our parched
farmland; and it also provides some of the best fishing in
North America. All of these uses reflect the complicated
relationship between southern Albertans and our river.
Explore the importance of water as a critical topic of the
21" century, and learn how this precious resource has
helped shape and define our region.

Explore the works of nine contemporary artists who
continue to be inspired by the Bow River and its
surroundings. These artists examine the Bow from many
perspectives - close to the shoreline, high above the river
valley, and even being immersed in it. Each vantage point
yields unique and personal visions of the many
relationships that can be formed with the Bow River. See
the many ways water is represented in these diverse
works and uncover the rich possibilities of artistic
exploration inspired by the Bow.

Program Highlights

DISCOVERY ROOM

Included in museum admission

Drop in to our Discovery Room during Our River: Journey
of the Bow. Create a watercolour artwork with unique
materials that reflect how water moves and changes. Try
our Art under a Microscope activity to examine water
close up and then design an abstract artwork inspired by
what you see. Build a collage by layering colours and
textures inspired by the incredible artists who have
portrayed the beautiful Bow River. The Discovery Room
has activities for all ages and interests.

Glenbow Science Investigation: Bow River

Glenbow'’s Science Investigation program (GSI) brings to
you five fascinating reproduction water quality testing
stations in the Our River: Journey of the Bow exhibition.
Take on the role of a rainbow trout, blackfly larva, duck,
or muskrat and then, with hands-on analysis, collect data
to create an ecological profile. With this profile, you can
determine which part of the river is friendliest to you,
demonstrating how some organisms flourish in certain
environments and others avoid the same environment.

Visit www.glenbow.org or call (403) 268-4100 for details

on these exciting programs
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