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ONTHE GROUNDS

Everyone knows the Royal Alberta Museum has
great artifacts within its galleries. However, most
people probably are not aware that the Museum
grounds are also home to unique treasures.
Along with the scenic River Valley view and park
setting, you will encounter fine art, local history

and natural wonders outside the Museum’s walls.

Start your self-guided tour as you exit the
Museum. The building facing you as you
walk down the front steps is your first
stop. Other stops along the way are
numbered on the enclosed map.
Enjoy your walk around the
Museum grounds!
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01 Government House

Completed in 1913, Government House was built as the official
residence of the Province’s Lieutenant Governor. The three-
storey sandstone edifice was designed in the Jacobean Revival
style, characterized by bay windows, high gabled roofs with
raised ends, and groups of rectangular windows. It served

as the official residence for six Lieutenant Governors until its
closure in 1938. A public auction disposed of all furnishings
and contents.

Government House sat empty until 1942, when it was leased to
Northwest Airlines. Northwest operated an aerial ferry service
transporting personnel and supplies from Edmonton to the
Alaska Highway construction project, and it used Government
House as a residence for project employees. The House
subsequently became a residence for U.S. airmen transporting
fighter aircraft to the Soviet Union for use on the Eastern
Front. From 1944 to 1950, Government House operated

as a convalescent hospital for Second World War veterans,
and from 1951 to 1964, it was a home for disabled veterans
administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Control of Government House was returned to the Province in
1964. The House was renovated to accommodate caucus and
other meetings and official functions. Additional renovations
were completed in 1976.

Today, the Government of Alberta uses Government House for
official functions, special conferences, government committee
meetings and similar events.

02 Centennial Gardens and Flags

East of Government House, Centennial Plaza replaces the large
flower bed and circular drive that once led to the House’s
main entrance. Thirteen flags representing each of Canada’s
ten provinces and three territories stand at the garden’s
southeast corner.

03 ‘KsanTotem Pole

Artists: Earl Muldoe, with Chester MacLean and Victor Mowat
Located on the southeast corner of the Museum grounds, this
11-metre-tall pole is representative of the Native Northwest
Coast art style. It was carved by ‘Ksan master carver Earl
Muldoe for Universiade '83 (the World University Games) in
Edmonton. Strongman anchors the pole. Above him sit the
beaver, the raven with a frog in his beak, the bear clasping a
salmon and the owl, the Universiade '83 mascot.

04 Jeongia

The most recent addition to the site is a Korean pavilion, called a
Jeongia. The 30th anniversary of the twinning of Alberta with the
Korean province of Gangwon was marked in 2004. The Jeongia, a
¢ift from the people of Gangwon, is made using traditional joinery
methods, without screws or nails. It was built during the summer of
2005 by a crew of skilled Korean builders.

05 Government House Park

For more than 100 years, the park below the Museum’s grounds
has been a favourite location for outdoor activities. In summer
months these include picnics, walking, cycling and rollerblading.
One interesting attraction is the 50-year-old laurel leaf willow near
the Groat Road interchange; the twisted climbing tree has been
well-loved by generations of children. In 1999, the Government
House toboggan hill attracted Hollywood. The stately homes of
neighbouring Glenora and the hill itself were featured in the film
Snow Day.

06 Abstract Fountain

Artist: Ole Holmsten

Located south of the Museum, beyond Government House, is a
concrete fountain with abstract sculpture entitled Futuristic. It is
based on ancient Greek legends concerning human struggle in this
world. The five-metre-tall sculpture with bronze relief symbolizes
humanity’s reflections on the mysteries of the universe and the
drama of our quest to find answers.

07 Petrified Wood

Petrified wood has been Alberta’s official stone since 1977. This
outstanding example, located along the eastern edge of the Museum
parking lot, is the stump of a tree that lived 65 million years ago. It
was fossilized by a process known as permineralization. Dissolved
silica penetrated the wood and was deposited in pores. This
specimen was collected in 1966 from the McLeod River area, near
Edson, Alberta.

08 Carriage House

Designated as an Alberta Historic Site, this stucco-clad coach house
sits on the top of the River Valley southwest of Government House.
It is constructed in the Tudor style and features dark half-timbering.
The Carriage House originally had stables located just below the
house as well as “accommodations for a Jersey herd.” Initially built
to serve Government House, the house is now used as office space
for the Alberta government.

09 The Pioneer

Artist: Harry Wolfarth

Located south of the former Provincial Archives building (now

the southwest wing of the Museum), this welded steel and brazed
bronze statue stands on a pedestal of fieldstones. It was dedicated as
a gift to the people of Alberta by the German-Canadian Association
to honour pioneer immigrants of Germanic descent.

10 Human History Frieze

Artist: Ole Holmsten

Located on the Museum’s northwest exterior wall, this frieze
features five human figures that capture essential aspects of Alberta’s
working spirit. From the left, they are: an Aboriginal man, a fur
trader, an agriculture worker, an oil/chemical worker and a welder.

11 Pioneer Family

Artist: Ole Holmsten

This sculpture, located on the Museum’s north side, represents the
fundamental building block of Albertan society - the family. The
statue depicts a husband, wife and two children looking out over
their new homestead

12 Natural History Frieze

Artist: Ole Holmsten

Located on the Museum'’s northeast exterior wall, this frieze
features four striking animals from Alberta’s rich natural heritage: a
dinosaur, a mammoth, a bear and a bison.

13 OakTree

The Royal Alberta Museum is home to one of the largest oak trees
in Edmonton. The story behind the tree is quite interesting. In
1965, 13-year-old Susan Stark needed an eye operation. To raise
the money to pay for the surgery, Susan’s father decided to sell his
magnificent oak tree. When news of the family’s situation became
known, the Starks were flooded with offers of financial assistance
from Edmontonians. Not wanting charity, Mr. Stark turned down
these offers and continued to look for a buyer for the oak tree.
Initially the family had to re-mortgage their house to pay for Susan’s
treatment. Eventually, the Government of Alberta bought the tree and
transplanted it on the Museum grounds in November of 1967.

14 Storyteller

Artist: Ole Holmsten

This sculpture, located at the east end of the main terrace,
represents the role the Museum plays in the community — as
educator and as entertainer. The statue was cast in bronze at
the Modern Art Foundry in New York.

15 Writing-On-Stone Wall

Artist: Luke Lindoe

The wall, located to the east of the Museum entrance,
incorporates replicas of petroglyph figures from Writing-On-
Stone Provincial Park archaeological sites near Milk River

in southern Alberta. Each figure is accurate in its details,
although enlarged (in some instances by a factor of ten) from
the original.

While the exact meaning of these drawings will likely never

be known, some clearly depict battles, hunts and ceremonies.
Others are expressions of ideas. The original petroglyphs are
probably 300 to 400 years old, dating back to the time before
the horse. The bottom tier of designs relates an actual story,
the top gives us fleeting glimpses of a broader span of time and
culture.

16 The Museum Building

The Royal Alberta Museum was built as Alberta’s tribute to
Canada’s Centennial and officially opened on December 6,
1967. Since the Museum was a Centennial project, many

of the materials used in its construction come from the
various regions of Canada. Tyndall limestone from Manitoba
was chosen for the interior vestibule and portions of the
exterior walls. The stone contains fossil invertebrates that

are approximately 445 million years old. Stone floors in the
central lobby are made of black granite from Quebec, and the
lobby walls are faced with Tweed pearl marble from Ontario.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


