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Director’s Message

Wild Alberta opened September 20 and the public
response has been extremely gratifying. The gallery 
lives up to its pre-opening billing as a “new museum
experience”. It hits the three “E”s of a great museum
gallery—entertainment, education and experiences. 
The choice is yours—learn as much as you want, have
fun with the interactive elements or just soak up the
atmosphere. Wild Alberta will have new elements added
through the fall, so stay tuned for future announcements.

The opening of Wild Alberta marks a shift in priorities
for our Museum. Our emphasis has moved to renewal.
This means a lot of research, consultation, planning 
and imagining. It involves structural changes to the
organization. The key to success is to establish an
exciting vision for the new Museum and then to live that
vision everyday. I would like to share the draft versions
of our new vision and mission statement, which are
being tested with visitors and stakeholders right now.
Your thoughts on these would be most welcome. Please
send them to tiara.letourneau@gov.ab.ca or mail them to
Tiara Letourneau, Provincial Museum of Alberta, 12845
– 102 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, T5N 0M6.

Vision – Our vision for the Museum is to house the best
collections and be the most exciting and accessible
source of scientific, historical and cultural knowledge
about Alberta.

Mission – Our mission is to acquire, research and
preserve objects of scientific, historical and cultural
significance. With them, we will create unique
experiences that enable Albertans to learn about
themselves and their past, and to understand their place
in the world.

Core Purpose – Our core purpose is to help Albertans to
play an active and positive role in shaping our world.

Dr. Bruce McGillivray
Director

We think of today’s man as being much
more fashion-conscious than his father or
grandfather. On the contrary, the artifact
record reveals that, in addition to adhering
to strict conventions of appropriate dress,
grandpa spent considerable time
accessorizing and caring for his clothing.
Come see some of these artifacts in the
display cases in front of the café during
your winter vacation visit to the Museum! 

Editorial Members
• Bruce Bolton
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• Jim Burns
• Todd Crawshaw 
• Karen Mackie
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Help the
Provincial Museum of Alberta 

by supporting 
The Friends of the Provincial
Museum of Alberta Society

For information call 453-9103

More Info…

The Friends of the Provincial
Museum of Alberta Society



This past July, the Western Canadian History Program received
approximately 150 pieces of the William Aberhart collection from
Mrs. Patricia Hilton, granddaughter of Premier Aberhart. She felt that
his collection should be returned to the people of Alberta, since
Alberta had meant so much to her grandfather.

The collection features household furnishings (including a dining
room suite, settee and chair) which came with the Aberharts from
Ontario in 1910. Also included is a 4ft. x 5ft. oil painting of
Aberhart commissioned after his death. It is a flattering portrait, and
Mrs. Aberhart had hoped to substitute it for the existing portrait at
the Legislature Building. The collection offers a personal view of the
family as it includes a scrapbook kept by Mrs. Aberhart of her
husband’s career. Poignantly, the section of the Edmonton Bulletin
that announces Aberhart’s death is tucked at the end. Mrs. Aberhart
made no further additions. A well-worn Bible gives evidence of
Aberhart’s career as a radio evangelist, while a De Forest floor
model radio speaks to pioneering use of the media in his campaigns.

This collection will be an invaluable aid to the interpretation of the Social Credit government. Few objects exist to
assist with the interpretation of political movements. This unique collection gives us insight into an extraordinary figure
in Alberta’s history and the times on which he had such an impact.

Exploring Our Collections... The Aberhart Collection
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Many materials used in display construction or building
renovation projects are harmful to heritage collections.
Adhesives, plastics, wood products, felt, fabrics, carpets
and paints can give off sulphur, formaldehyde, ammonia,
acids and oxides. These highly volatile organic chemicals
pollute the air inside cases and rooms resulting in corrosion,
brittleness, tarnish and discolouration of objects. The
conservation literature has documented many examples 
of display construction materials causing deterioration in
archival papers, metals and textiles. 

In the Museum, promoting a safe environment for museum
objects is an important role for Conservation. It can be
difficult to select low-toxicity products from the many
choices on the market, and we frequently have to test
products before using them in storage and display. One
of the product-testing methods that we often employ is
the Oddy test. The test detects corrosion and staining
problems by using metals that are known to react with 
off-gassing materials. It is effective and simple to perform
even at home as an aid in determining which products to
use in conserving and displaying family heirlooms.

You need a jar with a metal lid, a piece of wet paper or a
spoonful of water, and three small lead, silver and copper
coupons each (available from jewellery suppliers such as
Bedrock or The Rock and Gem Shop). Clean the metal

coupons thoroughly with acetone to remove fingerprints
and place them in contact with a sample of the material
that you want to test (e.g. paint, carpet, fibreboard, felt).
Enclose the coupons and sample material inside the jar.
Set the jar under a desk lamp to heat the contents and
speed up the test. If the material being tested is not acid-
free, it will take only a few days before the copper and
lead start corroding or the silver begins to tarnish. The
test is well worth the trouble if it detects materials that 
can harm documents or antiques. It is not at all unusual
to find silver chests or display cases that expose their
heirloom contents to damaging levels of pollution. 

Chemical off-gassing from construction materials is not
harmful to museum collections only; it can also affect
people with allergies. The Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation has published a book called Building
Materials for the Environmentally Hypersensitive that can
be ordered from CMHC (780-423-8700). It costs $29.95,
and even though it does not refer to conservation of
museum collections, it has many excellent applications
for museums and family heirlooms. A reference book for
any renovation and building project, it discusses every
component typically used in construction, from concrete
and carpet to paint and roofing.    

Margot Brunn – Conservator

Conservation Tips … The Oddy Test

Cathy Roy - Curatorial Assistant, Western Canadian History
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On the go... the construction of the Urban Ecology feature

Wild Alberta gallery

More Info…

Welcome to the dynamic world of Urban Ecology!

Towns and cities are built, pavement is ripped apart and
buildings go up, but not every species suffers when natural
habitat is lost to development. Many species adapt to the new
habitat we create, and in such close quarters there are bound
to be times when we are at loggerheads with this wildlife and,
for that matter, with one another over how to handle the
wildlife. 

This new feature—Urban Ecology—which will open early in
2004, will explore issues on a revolving basis, so that a new
topic is presented periodically. This is in line with our policy
of making Wild Alberta a dynamic exhibition. It will lead off
with a general introduction but the specific text will change
with every new display. The initial effort will deal with the
adaptation to city life by the corvid family of birds—the
crows, ravens, magpies, and jays. They provide a textbook
example of our love/hate relationship to wildlife that has
invaded our urban spaces. Topics yet undetermined may
include raccoons as pests, insect pests, West Nile virus,
endangered species and spaces, trees on the boulevards, and
much more. It will take our team of dedicated scientists,
designers, and fabricators to keep the display dynamic and
vital. It should keep visitors returning to see what’s new. You
can expect more … at the Provincial Museum.

Carpenter Chad Hoflin puts the finishing touches
on the base of the Urban Ecology exhibition. 
As this is a permanent feature, Chad needed 
to design and build the structure to have
enduring strength. 

The end product will be almost 5 metres high.



A November to Remember… at the Museum

NEW GALLERY: Wild Alberta 
“Amazing!” – Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. (September 17, 2003) 

Wild Alberta, formerly known as the Habitat Gallery,
recently underwent a metamorphosis. It’s a new museum
experience leading visitors on a journey of discovery
across, over and even under Alberta’s diverse landscapes.
Wild Alberta is a new centre for environmental
education that encourages visitors to see the world
through different eyes. 

EXHIBITION: The Rookie 
In 1979, Edmonton photographer, Bob Peterson, focussed
his lens on a bright young hockey player during the
player’s first professional season in the WHA. Since that
time, Wayne Gretzky has become a national icon and
will forever be known as one of hockey’s greatest
players. The Museum is proud to display, for the first
time, this exciting collection of Bob’s photographs and
rare Gretzky memorabilia. Don’t miss The Rookie, open
until January 14, 2004 in the Museum’s Orientation
Gallery. 

EXHIBITION: Forged in Fire:
19th Century Firearms in Alberta 
The third installment in the Spotlight Gallery series 
of exhibitions features two magnificent collections of
firearms - the Halmrast collection of American Civil 
War carbines and a collection of several Canadian
muzzleloaders from the 19th century. Visitors will also
marvel at the intricately detailed collection of 1/3-scale
miniature firearms crafted by Montreal artist David Kucer.
Forged in Fire is open until January 11, 2004 in the
Museum’s Spotlight Gallery

PROGRAM *new each week* Included with admission 
A TO Z…at the Museum Saturday morning family-fun
drop-in program. All members of the family are welcome
to attend! Admission is half price between 9 am and 
11 am every Saturday. 

November 22 – Y is for You Be the Gemologist 
Bev Parker, a gemologist and one of our Education staff,
will share her passion for gemstones and teach a few
things about these sparkly treasures! 

November 29 – Z is for Zany uses for Minerals! 
Have you ever considered the source for some of the
things we use everyday? Ever wondered how to make
toothpaste? Come find out!

EXHIBITION – Big Things 2 
Come to where the BIG THINGS are! Catch the second-
annual exhibition of the massive steel works of the North
Edmonton Sculpture Workshop displayed on the
beautiful Museum terrace. 

PROGRAM: Treasured Time for Tots 
This half-hour literacy program for youngsters and their
parents or caregivers happens every Thursday morning at
10:30 am. Listen to a story, then touch objects related to
the story. Admission is half price on Saturdays and
Sundays between 9 am and 11 am. 

Exhibitions and Events

More Info…

MAMMOTH TRACKS NEWSLETTER…4

December 6, 2003 - February 16, 2004

The Teddy Bears are Back! The Museum is proud to present once
again one of its most popular exhibition events. The Big Bear Fair:
The World’s Largest Teddy Bear Party was a smashing success over
the holidays in 1999. This year, the Teddy Bears are Back! exhibition
will feature more than 1000 teddy bears, lent to us by Albertans, and
will be on display in a 5000 square-foot gallery. Teddy Bears are
Back! will bring a touch of magic to your holiday season.



What is this?

School’s back and field trips to the Museum are in full swing. The
opening of Wild Alberta has generated excitement about the
exhibitions and the great new school programs we are offering this
year. In September we launched our pilot programs for grades 3, 5,
6 and 7. These programs are being well received by teachers and
will be available for booking by mid-October. All the Museum’s
school programs are tied to the gallery content, strongly linked to
Alberta Learning curriculum, and offer students a multisensory
experience. The programs are delivered in both the gallery and the
Field Station. In the Field Station, students are put into the shoes of
scientists so they can experience first-hand the excitement of
scientific discovery. A knowledgeable interpreter facilitates their
discovery in this hands-on space and guides the students through
the program. In January, look for the launching of four new
programs for grades 8, 9, 10 and 11. 
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Wild Alberta School Programs and the Field Station

It is a fragment of what’s called an atlatl weight.
What is an atlatl? The word comes from the
Aztecs and translates as spear or dart-thrower.
Aboriginal hunters used a flat, grooved wooden
stick to extend the reach of their own arms when
throwing a dart at their prey. One end of the
atlatl was held in the hand while the other end
had a notch into which was inserted the
feathered end of the dart. The weight, lashed
onto the atlatl with sinew, added extra
momentum during the throw. The end of this
weight has been carved in the image of a bird’s
head, perhaps inviting the spirit of the bird to
add the power of its flight to the hunter’s dart.
Come see other atlatl weights on display in the
Syncrude Gallery of Aboriginal Culture.

Kathy McCormick

Hands-on … Minds on
…

at the Museum

Museum School
at the Provincial Museum of Alberta

Sponsored in part by Allard Foundation
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Support Your Museum… Play a Colossal Role in Supporting Your Museum!

Shopping… at the Museum

Mammoth Pass holders play a direct role in sustaining the Provincial Museum of Alberta. 
Revenue from the Passes is directed to all areas of the facility and to a variety of projects. 
These include:  

• the new and exciting Wild Alberta,
• the ever popular Bug Room,
• ongoing research projects, 
• the week-long Museum School
• care of the artifact collections.

Mammoth Pass holders are invited to attend a special evening 
scheduled for December 5, 2003 to show our appreciation for you and your contributions 
to the Museum. 

In addition, a special behind-the-scenes tour of the Museum will be offered annually to Mammoth Pass
holders. It will provide a journey through time, and present an opportunity to see a great deal more of
the Museum! Information about the tour will be provided when the date has been confirmed.

If you are looking for a creative Christmas gift for family or friends, remember the Mammoth Pass! The
Pass is available to families, adults, seniors, grandparents, students and youth at a very affordable price
… and will remind the recipient of your generosity throughout the year!

The Museum Shop has an amazing
variety of gift ideas for everyone from the
book lover to jewellery connoisseur.

Teddies are Back! Come find the perfect
gift for the Teddy Bear lover in your
family.

Mark December 5 on your calendar as
Customer Appreciation Day! Mammoth Pass holders
will receive 25% off all regular priced products!

Support Your Museum

More Info…

Shopping

More Info…

December 5 is Customer Appreciat ion Day !  
Mammoth Pass holders wil l receive 25% off al l regular priced products !
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Volunteer Program… Volunteer Program Appreciation

In Appreciation!… To our loyal Mammoth Pass Holders 

Volunteer Program

More Info…

The Provincial Museum of Alberta Volunteer
Program organizes a day trip for volunteers each
year. The trips are one of the principal ways the
Museum says “thank you” to those who so
generously give their time and energy to the
many projects, programs and exhibitions that
constitute the Museum’s work in the community.

In 2001, volunteer appreciation included a day
trip to the Drumheller badlands, the Royal Tyrrell
Museum and the Historic Atlas Coal Mine. This
form of appreciation event is entertaining and
educational. Since the Museum provides bus
transportation, everyone has the chance to relax
and take in the sights. 

For information on how you can get involved,
call the volunteer office at 453-9138.

Historic Atlas Coal Mine - East Coulee, Alberta.         Photo: David Parama

❄ Be the first to see Teddy Bears are Back - the biggest Teddy Bear exhibition in Canada

❄ See Wild Alberta - our new permanent gallery

❄ Vist the Crystal Palace for free hot chocolate and home-made cookies

❄ Sing along with a Choir

❄ Receive 25% off in The Museum Gift Shop

❄ Free gift wrapping with any purchase

❄ Please bring a friend or even a whole family as your guest

A Gift from 
the Museum!

Friday, December 5th    Open House 
5:00 pm to 9:00 pm


